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BUT MY PLATELET LEVEL DID KEEP DROPPING.,

LESS THAN A MONTH AFTER FINALLY — FINALLY -

FEELING L\KE T'D SURFACED, I WAD To
SWITCH To A NEW MEDICATION, NEVRONTIN.

MY MOOD LIFTED...
? T T COULD FEEL MVYSELF

AND LIETED... GETTING SWEPT AWAY.

AND DIDN'T STOP LIFTING,
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ONE FRUSTRATING THING ABOUT BIPOLAR DISORDER,® WHY (T CAN BE DIFFIC
TO TELL (F A FEELING 15 “NORMAL" OR NOT, (S THAT EPISODES CAN OFTEN BE
TRIGGERED BY VERY REAL STRESSES = FALLING IN LOVE, A DERTH (N THE FAM

WHEN ARE EMoTions "OUT OF NORMAL RANGE"?

(T CAN BE HARD TO TELL FROM THE (NSIDE,

COMETHING
(RERT HARPENED
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\T WAS SUCKY THAT I DIDN'T HAVE BOOKS AT SAN DIEGD, IT WAS A
Bic DEAL TO ME — BUT INSTEAD OF BEING UPSETTING: IT WAS A CATASTROPHI
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(RONICALLY, THIS 1S NOT A
DISEASE FOR AN ARTIST'S BUDGET.
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TREATMENT CAN ERGILY COST THOUSANDS
PER MONTH, -~WHAT WOULD T HAVE
DONE WITHQUT MY MOTHER'S SUPPORT ?

* 6EE ENDNOTES FoR DETAILS
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